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Résumé

To find out a method to select important monographs and textbooks in library and informa-
tion science from current publications, 1,771 book reviews for 1,183 books (about 1.5 reviews
per book), appeared in 12 periodicals for the years of 1978, 1979, and 1980, were examined.

The periodicals used for this study were; Journal of the American Society for Information
Science, Journal of Documentation, Information Processing and Management, Aslib Proceedings,
Special Libraries, Journal of Library Automation, Bulletin of the Medical Library Association,
College and Research Libraries, Library Quarterly, Library Journal, Library Association Record,
and Unesco Journal of Information Science, Librarianship, and Archives Administration. Some
of these titles were selected by the citation counting method applied to Annual Review of In-
Sformation Science and Technology and Advances in Libravianship. Others were selected by the
same method applied to the top-ranking journals obtained in this primary selection.

All the book reviews in these periodicals for the period were examined, recorded, and classified
into 13 ranks, such as 1, 1+, —2, 2, 2+, ---, —5, 5. Here, 1 denotes “a very poor book, you
should not buy.”; 2 denotes “a book you better not buy”; 3 is for “a book that was neither
good nor bad”; 4 is for “better buy ”; 5 is for “ must buy ”; + or — attached to them indicates a
slant toward either better or poorer respectively.

A list of 48 books, that were reviewed more than 4 times, was compiled. This includes a
book by F. W. Lancaster that was reviewed in 9 different periodicals. The book was followed
by another book of same author and a book written by M. S. Martin. Both of them had been
reviewed 7 times. Then, there were four titles with 6 reviews, 11 with 5 reviews, and 30 with
4 reviews.
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While, the average points of all 1,183 books was 2.32, that of these 48 books was 2.68.

That is slightly better than the average. However, 19 of them had lower points than this average.
Another additional list of 19 titles, that were reviewed 3 times and received higher than

4.00 point, was also compiled.

Almost all of these 67 titles were listed in more than one of the following three selec-

tive lists of books and book reviews.

They were, 1) “the Librarian’s Bookshelf ” of ¢4e Bowker

Annual of Library and Book Trade Information ; 2) American Reference Books Amnnual ; and

3) “the JAL guide to New Books and Book Reviews” of Journal of Academic Libravianship.
The present study found out that there were books that drew special attention of many

people and were reviewed in many periodicals in the profession. However, all of these titles

were not necessarily given favorable reviews.
editions were also not necessarily given favorable reviews.

The works published many times as revised

But both, publishers and authors

were found to be some reliable clue in judging the quality of books.
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v 6(6) 80 LAR 82(11):1980 @ S L 71(9) : 1980 @- 3.40/17
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” 78 CRL 40(2):1979 ® L Q 49(4) : 1979 @
u 77 IP& M 15(5):1979 @ S L 70(2) : 1979 ® 4.50/18
4 Meadows, A. J., ed. The scientific journal. London, Aslib, 1979. (Aslib Reader Series,
JAL 6(1) ’80 vol. 2)
n  6(3) 80 t
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4 Thomison, Dennis. A history of the American Library Association,1876-1972. Chicago,
Bowker ’80 American Library Association, 1978.
" 79 CRL 40(1):1979 ® L J 104(5) : 1979 B
" 78 LAR 81(2):1979 -@ L Q 49(4) : 1979 @ 2.75/11

4
JAL 6(2) ’80

Townley, Helen M. Systems analysis for information retrieval, Boulder, Colo., Westview
Press; London, André Deutsch, 1978. (Institute of Information Scientists Monograph

Series. A Graphton Book)

Aslib 31(5) : 1979 ® J D 35(1):1979 ®
CRL 40(1):1979 (® L J 104(5) : 1979 @ 3.75/15
4 Vanghan, Anthony, ed. Studies in library management. vol. 5. London, Clive Bingley;
ARBA 80 New York, K. G. Saur, 1979.
JAL 6(2) ’80 CRL 41(1):1980 @ L Q 50(2) :1980 @
n  6(4) 80 L J 105(4) :1980 @ L AR 81(6) : 1979 @- 3.25/13




Library and Information Science No. 19 1981

H6FE JHCEBFTINCREDS b, I TR -7 (EH4.00LLE) HEDY A b

BB EABIVETBRER LETD 5 v 2
3 Allen, T. J. Managing the flow of information: technology transfer and the dissemination
of technological information within the R & D organization. The MIT Press, 1977.
IP&M 15(2):1979 ® S L 69(8) : 1978 -®
CRL 39(2):1978 (3- 4.00/12
3 Atherton, Pauline. Handbook for information system and services. Paris, Unesco, 1977.
Bowker 78 L Q 44(1):1979 (B L J 103(20) : 1978 @
J D 34(3):1978 @ 4.00/12
3 Austin, Derek and Verdier, Veronica, PRECIS : introduction and indexing. London ; Ontario,
JAL 6(4) ’80 School of Library and Information Science, University of Western Ontario, 1977.
] D 36(1):1980 ® L Q 49(4) : 1979 ®
CRL 40(3):1979 @® 4.00/12
3 Garrison, Dee. Apostles of culture: the public librarian and American society, 1876-1920.
Bowker :?g New York, Free Press, 1979.
JAI:/ 6(1) ’80 L Q 50(4):190 -5 L J 104(12) : 1979 ®
n 6(3)’80 CRL 40(6):1979 ® 5.67/17
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JAL 6(4) 80 the Indexer. New York, R. R. Bowker, 1978.
IP&M 16(2) :1980 -@ L J 104(7) : 1979 B
LAR 81(7):1979 @- 4.00/12
3 Houser, L. and Schrader, Alvin M. The search for a scientific profession: library science
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