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Resume

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to examine how library services to children in Japan were
perceived by people and functioned in the local community from the mid-1960s to 1970s, and to il-
lustrate how this was related to the enhancement of public library services during the same period
in Japan.

Methods: The study examined in detail three fundamental reports that greatly contributed to the
enhancement of Japanese public library services in the 1960s and 1970s: (1) Chushotoshi ni okeru
kokyo toshokan no un-er (1963), (2) Shimin no toshokan (1970), and (3) Toshokan seisaku no kadai
to taisaku (1970), and analyzed several descriptions of library services to children in the reports.
Similarly, various documents on the initial activities conducted by Hino City Library (1965-) were
collected and investigated. In addition, interviews were conducted with people who had played an
important role in library services to children at that time.

Results: Many library activities during the 1960s and 1970s focused on increasing the circulation of
library materials. As the number of loans of children’s books increased, services to children gradu-
ally became recognized as an important library function and were considered to be a key means
of extending library services. This paper shows that prompt activities by libraries to positively
provide children’s services successfully matched the needs of local communities and general social
trends of that period, and led to the growth and deployment of public library services in Japan.
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7o, FEROKEREFINEEZERKTEETHH S
METHE"W p 18] Ll SENTVWE, F2K
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F3ER s

HAR DRI XEE O FERRI & HE Y — e 2
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Hifr: THAFD 35 FERERR A E L™ (1961), [FHE &EH p. 28-29 & 0 1Fk,.
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e A
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83~ 5 &K D IENK,

FRE ORI T BHBITIE, F6EXRTRLE
£2IT, REBEND L EDBDLD 5,

IS EEE: 2 ohEL b HIY (LIF T
IERED SR8 g, TH/hLE—-] ORE
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8 HEMKEEE O WL (19659 ~ 1967.2)

PR i PEVH | weat | mmest | wedt | )

w0 | m | ke | m | W | WE
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FOXR HEMIINEHORE, B, HHMHE (1966 ~ 1975)

o | BEAD T BREN T
TN [ ek | mE [WE®%)| ek | WE | RE%)| Lk | KE | R#E%)
1966 68 15,508 7428 479 4,593 1,493 325 65,537 34,724 53.0
1967 76 35,423 18922 534 10,208 3,874 38.0 231,228 | 149,138 64.5
1968 79 57532 | 28103 488 14,291 5,853 41.0 381,290 | 231,968 60.8
1969 84 70,763 | 32375 458 15873 6,296 39.7 456,574 | 264,684 58.0
1970 91 82,298 33,567 40.8 15431 5,900 38.2 462,258 | 264,989 57.3
1971 101 92,292 35,064 38.0 18,371 6,674 36.3 526,792 | 279404 53.0
1972 107 106,763 40,954 384 21,815 9,949 456 632,538 | 354,552 56.1
1973 Tl
1974 118 151,927 56,390 37.1 25,287 12,732 50.3 752,056 | 430,769 573
1975 122 166,700 | 62,500 375 24,950 12214 49.0 893,500 | 504,700 56.5
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