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I. Introductory Note

The oldest agricultural publication in Japan
is said to be Yasusada Miyazaki’s Nogyo Zensho
(Handbook of Agriculture), published in 1696.
Many agricultural books followed, some of them
intended for the then ruling samurai class and
others for practicing farmers.” But agricul-
tural librarianship was virtually non-existent
in Japan until after 1868, when the new Meiji
Government adopted policies of national modern-
ization.

When we trace back the roots of agricultur-
al libraries in Japan, we find that there were
two origins, one in the embryonal agricultural
colleges and the other in the precursor of the
present Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

- time.?

This paper surveys the past century of de-
velopments in outstanding agricultural libraries
and tries to look ahead on the basis of current
trends among Japanese agricultural librarians.

II. Agricultural Libraries of
Universities

Two agricultural schools were opened early
in the Meiji era. One, in Hokkaido, called the
Sapporo Agricultural College, was founded in
1876 with Prof. William Smith Clark, from Am-
herst Agricultural College, Mass., as vice-direc-
tor. This was to develop into the present Fac-
ulty of Agriculture of Hokkaido University.
The other, in Tokyo, called the Komaba Agri-
cultural College, was established in 1877 and
was to evolve into the present Faculty of Agri-
culture of Tokyo University. Both at the be-
ginning were under the control of the Ministry
of Home Affairs. Even before their foundation,
it is recorded in a governmental document that
in January, 1874, the officials in charge of agri-
cultural improvement asked permission to pur-
chase agricultural books as soon as they could
be found because such books were rare at that
From another official document, dated
19 March 1875, it is gathered that a site for
stacks for a book collection and a museum of
natural history had been decided on the Koma-
ba campus.®

According to the regulations for agricultural
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colleges issued in 1877, the staff members were
divided into the following eight divisions: Aca-
demic Affairs, Chemistry, Cattle Diseases, Plant
Pathology, Stock-Farming, Natural History Mu-
seum and Botanical Garden, Books and Instru-
ments (E3%), and Business. It was the first
time in an official statement of the new Govern-
ment for a person to be designated as in charge
of a book collection. The duties of the person in
charge of the school’s “ Books and Instruments ”
were described as “to take care of books and
instruments and machines for class use, to sort
then and keep records of them in full detail,
and preserve them.”®

It is not clear when the room called the Li-
brary of the Komaba Agricultural College was
opened, but it is presumed that it was between
January of 1878, when the school’s opening
ceremony was held, and May of 1879, when a
temporary regulation for the reading room was
issued. The college was transferred to the juris-
diction of the Ministry of Agriculture and Com-
merce in 1881. In 1882, the Tokyo College of
Forestry, another school, was opened. In 1886,
both of these colleges were amalgamated into
the Tokyo College of Agriculture and Forestry,
which in 1890 was transferred to Tokyo Im-
perial University and became its Agricultural
College. In 1919, its name was changed to the
Faculty of Agriculture of the University. The
Komaba Agricultural College had a collection
of 5,519 volumes in 1883, which had increased
to 21,597 volumes at the time of the amalgama-
tion with Tokyo Imperial University. Today
the University’s Faculty of Agriculture is proud
of a collection of approximately 200,000 volumes
despite having lost all of its library in 1945 by
war damage, making it the largest agricultural
library in the nation.® Its initial independent
library building was built in 1908 with a space
of approximately 200 square meters.® In 1959,
the faculty initiated a movement to build a new
central library which, with a grant from the
Rockefeller Foundation, donations from alumni
and national subsidies, resulted in a building
with a total space of 2,347 square meters on
the Hongo campus which was opened in 1965.
Although the new building has some physical

deficiencies, the librarians aim to provide ideal
services.

The other of the original twin agricultural
schools, Sapporo Agricultural College, developed
in a different way. Before 1868, Hokkaido was
relatively underdeveloped. The new Meiji Gov-
ernment regarded its agricultural and industrial
development as very important. It invited from
the United States a group of advisers headed
by Horace Capron, former Secretary, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and made every effort to
develop the island under the guidance of these
Americans. While Komaba Agricultural Col-
lege was in its embryonic stage under the in-
fluence of English teachers, who later were re-
placed by Germans, in Sapporo such American
teachers as Clark and his colleagues, William
Wheeler and David P. Penhallow, did the early
teaching.” Its library had 19,736 volumes ac-
cording to a report published in 1898.® The
Sapporo Agricultural College became the Agri-
cultural College of Tohoku Imperial Univer-
sity in 1907 and in 1919 the Agricultural Col-
lege of Hokkaido Imperial University before
finally developing into the present Faculties of
Agriculture, Veterinary Medicine, and Fisheries
of Hokkaido University, with approximately 400
students annually enrolled in its undergraduate
and graduate programs. Its library had 130,031
volumes as of April, 1963, exclusive of 6,784
volumes on veterinary medicine.” Library serv-
ices, however, are still underdeveloped.

Also worthy of special mention are the agri-
cultural libraries of Kyoto University and Kyu-
shu University, which as of April, 1964, had
172,460 and 153,696 volumes respectively.!® Both
are on the level of Hokkaido University in terms
of library services.

Most of the agricultural colleges supported
by local governments or private institutions have
much weaker collections and are poorer in li-
brary services than those in national univer-
sities. One exception is the private Tokyo
University of Agriculture, which has a long
tradition in education for agricultural sciences.
Its library had 136,163 volumes as of April,
1964.

Research in agricultural sciences has been
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carried on by not only agricultural colleges
but also many special institutes attached to
national universities, such as the Agricultural
Research Institute for Applied Microbiology of
Tokyo University and the Research Institute
of Food Science and the Wood Research Insti-
tute of Kyoto University. Notable among them
is the (Ohara) Institute for Agricultural Biology
of Okayama University, which originally was
a private institute founded by the late Mago-
saburo Ohara in 1914. Since 1952, it has been
a part of the university. The size of its library
collection was reported in its 1961 bulletin as
124,576 volumes, including the collection of
11,730 books once owned by the late Dr. Wil-
helm Pfeffer, Professor of plant physiology at
the University of Leipzig.

As of April, 1964, the total number of univer-
sities in Japan reached 291, of which 72 were
national, 34 prefectural and 185 private.' In
them were 53 faculties or colleges in agricul-
tural sciences classified as shown in Table 1.2

Among these 53 agricultural faculties or col-
leges, 14 have graduate programs, and accord-
ingly their library collections are of higher
standards. In general, however, the collections,
except for the six already mentioned, are very

poor. Most of them range from 10,000 to 40,000
volumes, but there are 40,871 at the Japan Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine and Stock-raising,
40,838 under the Faculty of Agriculture of Tot-
tori University, 43,652 under the Faculty of
Agriculture of Nagoya University, 59,497 at the
Agricultural College of the Tokyo Institute of
Agriculture and Technology, 59,845 at Hyogo
(Prefectural) Agricultural College, and 67,078
under the Faculty of Agriculture and 34,659
under the Faculty of Fisheries of Kagoshima
University, giving a combined total of 111,737
volumes.” Of the national universities that
have an agricultural faculty or college, 22 have
libraries which are branches of the main libra-
ries. Some of them have something like a stor-
age library for little-used materials, with other
materials scattered among the faculty offices
and laboratories. In the other cases the agricul-
tural collections are included as divisions in the
main libraries, or what is nominally the library
is nothing more than the scattered materials in
the faculty offices and laboratories. The Tokyo
University Agricultural Faculty’s new library is
the first attempt among these universities to
centralize all agricultural literature and provide
complete library services.

Table 1. Number of Faculties or Colleges of Agricultural
Sciences by Organization.

Name of Faculty N%%?a 2l Pre[fje;citlu.ral Péinviit'e Total
Agriculture ‘ 27 4 5 36
Horticulture 1 — - 1
Veterinary and Animal Husbandry — — 1 1
Veterinary 1 — 1 2
Animal Husbandry 1 — — 1
Agriculture and Veterinary — - 1 1
Dairy Farming — — 1 1
Fisheries 4 1 — 5
Fisheries and Animal Husbandry 1 — — 1
Marine Sciences — - 1 1
Fisheries and Stock-raising 1 — — 1
Textile Science 2 — — i 2

Total 38 5 10 53 |
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III. Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry Library, etc.

At the beginning of the Meiji Government,
agricultural and forestry matters were handled
by bureaus belonging to the Ministry of Home
Affairs. It is recorded that the Forestry Bureau
was established in the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs in May of 1878 with four departments,
one of which handled books, statistics, reports,
copy reproduction, etc.!* The duties of “per-
sons in charge of books” were (1) to keep the
Government’s forestry investigation books and
stock maps, (2) to keep daily, monthly and an-
nual records on increases and decreases of pri-
mary and secondary products and of areas of
forest land in each governmental forest district,
(3) to arrange in order and preserve various
types of books and to circulate them, (4) to ar-
range in order and preserve official documents
of various Ministries and local governments and
correspondence between outstation agencies, (5)
to handle the publishing of books edited by the
Bureau and the translating of western materi-
als, and (6) to edit the Sanvinkyoku Beppo (Sepa-
rate Reports of the Forest Bureau).'® After
the Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce was
established, in 1881, the work on books taken
over from the Ministry of Home Affairs was
handled by officials in the Records Section. Ac-
cording to the administrative organization de-
cided in June of 1881, the Records Section be-
longed to the Secretariat, but five months later
it was transferred to the Bureau of General
Affairs and its duties were described as follows:
“Records Section—to preserve all books and
recorded materials in the Ministry and handle
the work of translation of foreign books, com-
pilation of annual reports and publishing.”*®
Leaders of the new Government were very con-
scious of the importance of what they were
doing and were very eager to preserve not only
books but every document which would tell
each step of their achievements.!” It was re-
markable that at this early stage ‘“librarians”
were engaged in jobs of translation, editing,
and publishing, as well as maintaining collec-
tions of books and documents.

The Records Section was divided in 1886 into
subsections of Compilation, Book Collections,
etc.®® In 1907, the duties were transferred
to the Archives and Documents Section,'®> which,
among other duties, carried out “work on pre-
servation and publishing of books, and work on
compilation and preservation of official docu-
ments.”*® The duty of translation had been
dropped. In the Kanto earthquake and fire of
1923, it lost the whole of its collection of ap-
proximately 80,000 volumes, but fortunately
most of the books subsequently acquired were
saved from damage in World War II. The
present Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
Library is under the Statistics and Survey Divi-
sion of the Ministry and is at the same time
one of the 30 branches of the National Diet
Library.

The library collection was augmented in 1955
by the donation of the entire holdings of the
Japan Agricultural Library, which had been
formed with collections of such private agri-
cultural organizations as the Industrial Unions
Central Cooperative Bank for Agriculture and
Forestry, the Imperial Agricultural Association,
and the Industrial Unions Central Association.
The library has been receiving through inter-
national exchange services foreign materials
from more than 100 organizations in about 50
countries. The size of the collection was ap-
proximately 137,000 volumes as of November,
1963.

The Ministry Library issues the Norin Tosho
Shiryo Geppo (Monthly Bulletin of Agricultural
and Forestry Library Materials) and has occa-
sionally compiled and published various biblio-
graphies on agricultural topics. It serves main-
ly the administrative officials of the Ministry
and therefore is strong in literature on agri-
cultural administration and policies. It has the
sixth largest collection among the 30 branches
of the National Diet Library and renders better
services to its users than most of the others,
but it shares with the other branches a short-
age of qualified personnel and financial support.

The Fisheries Agency of the Ministry of Ag-
riculture and Forestry has developed its own
library. After World War II, when the Govern
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ment needed all information materials necessary
to establish national fisheries policies, the Agency
began to collect informative and historical docu-
ments. By the time the change in the national
fisheries system was accomplished in 1953, the
materials collected had reached an enormous
amount. On receiving the entire collection of
the Fisheries History Research Section of the
Nippon Jomin Bunka Kenkyujo (Japan Research
Institute for Common People’s Culture) and Ei-
ichi Taketomi’s unique collection of materials
on the polar regions, the Agency established in
1955 the Fisheries Agency Fisheries Informa-
tion Materials Center to preserve and make use
of these materials and continue the collecting
of similar materials.?"’

Another library within the Ministry but ad-
ministratively independent from the Ministry
of Agriculture and Forestry Library is the For-
est Agency Information Materials Center, which
has a great store of pamphlets and other ma-
terials strong in the fields of history of Japa-
nese forestry and forestry administration. In
1958 an information material room was pro-
vided in the Survey Section of the Forestry
Agency, and this became the Forestry Informa-
tion Materials Center in April, 1965. Most of
its materials concern forestry in the Tokugawa
era, forestry administration, and the history of
forestry administration, including many archiv-
al materials. The new acquisition policy of the
center is to acquire current information on
forestry economics, such as timber market con-
ditions.

It should be noted that when a specialist
seeks materials on Japanese public administra-
tion of agriculture in a broad sense, he probably
should go to the three sources of information
and materials in the Ministry, the first the
strongest in general agricultural literature and
current domestic and foreign governmental
documents, the second strongest in fisheries in-
formation materials of the pre-war and Occupa-
tion periods, and the third strongest in literature
on forestry administration, the forestry industry,
etc., but none of them is strong in technical
literature.

IV. Libraries of National and Prefectural
Agricultural Experiment and
Research Institutions

As important as the faculties of agriculture
of universities and agricultural colleges and
agricultural research institutes attached to uni-
versities are the agricultural research institu-
tions and experiment stations established by the
national and local governments. Outstanding
among them are the following 29 belonging to
the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry:
(1) National Institute of Agricultural Sciences
(2) Central Agricultural Experiment Station
(3) Hokkaido National Agricultural Experi-

ment Station
(4) Tohoku Agricultural Experiment Station
(5) Hokuriku Agricultural Experiment Station
(6) Tokai-Kinki Agricultural Experiment
Station
(7) Chugoku Agricultural Experiment Station
(8) Shikoku Agricultural Experiment Station
(9) Kyushu Agricultural Experiment Station
(10) National Institute of Animal Industry
(11) Horticultural Research Station
(12) Tea Research Station
(13) Agricultural Civil Engineering Research
Station
(14) National Research Institute of Agriculture
(15) Sericultural Experiment Station
(16) National Institute of Animal Health
(17) Institute of Radiation Breeding
(18) Food Research Institute
(19) Plant Virus Research Institute
(20) Forest Experiment Station
(21) Hokkaido Regional Fisheries Research

Laboratory

(22) Tohoku Regional Fisheries Research
Laboratory

(23) Tokai Regional Fisheries Research
Laboratory

(24) Nankai Regional Fisheries Research
Laboratory

(25) Seikai Regional Fisheries Research
Laboratory

(26) Japan Sea Regional Fisheries Research
Laboratory

(27) Inland Sea Regional Fisheries Research
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Laboratory

(28) Freshwater Fisheries Research Laboratory
(29) Pearl Research Laboratory

After reorganization and integration of the
Agricultural Experiment Station, which was
founded in 1893, the Live Stock Experiment
Station, founded in 1916, the Horticultural Ex-
periment Station, founded in 1921, and the Land
Reclamation Research Institute, founded in 1946,
the National Institute of Agricultural Sciences
was established in 1950. In 1961, it underwent
reorganization, detaching its departments of
horticulture, agricultural engineering, and live-
stock and zootechnical chemistry, which became
the Horticultural Research Station, the Agri-
cultural Engineering Research Station, and the
National Institute of Animal Industry respec-
tively. The institute conducts fundamental
research in agriculture and agricultural tech-
niques, studies problems common to several
regions or relating to the whole country, and
carries out research for which concentrated use
of facilities at a centralized location is most
effective. The institute’s library has the oldest
history and accordingly the largest collection
among the national agricultural research insti-
tutions (see Table 2).

According to the regulations of the Agricul-
tural Experiment Station issued in 1899, one of

its departments, the Reports Division, was “to
handle the editing of experiment reports of the
main station and its branches, editing of special
reports, summary reports of the station’s ex-
periment reports and other reports, the publish-
ing of various reports, and the keeping of re-
cords of experiments, reports of investigators,
reports of staff members of the station and
investigators, reports of the station, and reports
and documents donated by local governments.”*®
In 1904, the regulations were amended to stipu-
late that the duties of the Reports Section were
“to edit and publish reports on experiments,
investigations, etc., and to keep books, reports
and other documents.”?® When the regulations
for the National Institute of Agricultural Sci-
ences were issued by the Ministry in 1950, it
was stated that its Library Section would func-
tion under the Department of General Affairs
and would be responsible for work concerning
books and publishing. The 1953 regulations of
the institute divided the Library Section into
two subsections, Library and Reports, and de-
scribed as the duties of the Library Subsection
staff the acquisition, processing, maintenance
and use of books and other materials and as
the duties of the Reports Subsection staff the
editing, publishing, exchange and maintenance
of reports on surveys, experiments and re-

Table 2. Library Collections of Some National Research Institutions
of Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, End of 1963-64.

Book Collec- Periodicals Ac.qu?red
Name of Institutions tions (in titles)
(in volumes) Japanese Foreign Total
Nat. Inst. Agr. Sci. 128,665 625 590 1,215
Cent. Agr. Exp. Sta. 20,000 378 137 515
Nat. Inst. Anim. Ind. 20,000 163 578 741
Hort. Res. Sta. 10,000 460 140 600
Agr. Civil Eng. Res. Sta. 8,300 42 30 72
Nat. Res. Inst. Agr. 56,378 766 127 793
Ser. Exp. Sta. 20,000 461 173 634
Nat. Inst. Anim. Health 16,000 541 587 1,128
Food Res. Inst. 5,730 317 64 381
Forest Exp. Sta. 55,000 1,051 580 1,631
Tokai Reg. Fish. Res. Lab. 8,443 156 192 348

—113 —



Agricultural Science Libraries in Japan

search.® These regulations were amended
again in 1961 as follows:

Article 12 The following three subsections are
provided in the Library Section: (1) Books
Subsection, (2) Reports Subsection, and (3)
Information Materials Subsection.

Article 13. The duties of the Books Subsection
are as follows: (1) Acquisition, processing and
maintenance of hooks, and (2) Circulation of
books.

Article 14. The duties of the Reports Subsec-
tion are as follows: (1) Editing and publishing
reports on surveys, experiments and research
by the Institute, and (2) Distribution of the
“ublications of the Institute.

2. The duties of the Information Materials Sub-
section are as follows: (1) Acquisition of
information materials needed for experiments
and research, (2) Processing, exchange and
making use of acquired materials, and (3)
Collecting information about experiments and
research, and publicity.2s

These regulations for librarians have been
presented here in full detail because the writer
believes that the changes in them reflect the
changes in the attitudes toward librarians of
the administcation of the research institution.

The National Institute of Animal Industry
Library and the National Institute of Animal
Health Library have been trying hard to acquire
more titles of foreign periodicals (see Table 2).
The latter developed excellent services to its users
by putting a library-minded doctor of veterinary
medicine in charge of its library and informa-
tion services. Probably it is the best library
in the country in the field of agricultural sci-
ences in terms of services to meet researchers’
demands. It published in 1963 a list of “Serials
in Foreign Languages in the Collection of the
National Institute of Animal Health Library.”

Another outstanding library in this group is
that of the National Research Institute of Agri-
culture. Although established only in 1946, it
has developed its collection (see Table 2) more
rapidly than others to meet the needs of the
researchers of the institute, whose objective
was ‘“to examine ways and means of recon-
structing Japanese agriculture in the face of

socio-economic difficulties and changes brought
about by World War II” and is now “to tackle
the problems of how and in what direction to
achieve, in the new economic development and
expected social changes, modernization of agri-
culture, including structural changes, and to
mobilize the rural population and those who
are concerned with agriculture to channel their
wisdom and enthusiasm into achieving modern-
1zation.”?® Its library is housed in a new
building with a space of approximately 300
square meters completed in 1959.

Another library of importance in this group
is that of the Forest Experiment Station, which
was founded in 1878. The collection is the
largest in the field of forestry (see Table 2).

Other national research institutions fully or
partially concerned with experiments and re-
search in agricultural sciences which do not
belong to the Ministry of Agriculture and For-
estry are:

Research Institute of Brewing, belonging to
the Tax Administration Agency, Ministry
of Finance

National Institute of Genetics, Ministry of
Education

Fermentation Research Institute, Ministry of
International Trade and Industry

Textile Research Institute, the same Ministry

These have some thousands of volumes in
their libraries, which of course emphasize their
particular interests.

The Japan Monopoly Corporation’s Central
Research Institute has a library of more than
17,000 volumes and is currently acquiring about
450 periodicals. Of the corporation’s six local
tobacco experiment stations, those in Hatano,
Utsunomiya and Kagoshima each have more
than 3,000 volumes.?”

On the level of local government, there are
many experiment stations and research insti-
tutes of agriculture, animal husbandry and
industry, horticulture, tea cultivation and pro-
cessing, sericulture, processing of agricultural
products, forestry and fisheries. Their distri-
bution is shown in Table 3.2®

Of all these more than three hundred pre-
fectural agricultural experiment stations, the

— 114 —



Library Science No. 3 196%

Table 3. Distribution of Prefectural Agricultural Sciences

Experiment and Research Stations.

Region | Agriesl| g™ | Mot [T ol Serieul | Process | Forestry | Fiheries | Totl
ry
Hokkaido 2 2 — — — —_ 1 2 7
Tohoku 6 9 4 —_ 5 1 5 10 40
Hokuriku 4 4 1 — 3 1 4 4 21
Kanto 7 1 2 1 7 2 6 8 44
Chubu 6 14 4 1 8 2 6 7 18
Kinki 6 11 1 2 4 — 4 6 34
Chugoku 5 12 1 — 5 3 5 8 39
Shikoku 4 8 2 — 3 2 4 4 27
Kyushu 8 14 6 2 4 1 5 12 52
Total 48 85 ‘ 21 1 6 39 ‘ 12 ’ 40 ' 61 \ 312

only ones with libraries of 20,000 volumes or
more are Ibaraki’s, with 25,800, Shizuoka’s,
with 25,000, Yamaguchi’s, with 22,000, and Oka-
yama’s, with 20,000. Only seven others have
more than 10,000 volumes, and many have fewer
than 1,000. They usually are poor not only
quantitatively but also qualitatively.

V. Private Agricultural Collections
Other than Agricultural Libraries
of Private Universities

Library collections of the Industrial Unions
Central Cooperative Bank for Agriculture and
Forestry, the Imperial Agricultural Association,
the Industrial Unions Central Association, the
Rural Relief Association and other organizations
were amalgamated to form the Agricultural
Economics Library in 1942, which after the war
made a new start as the Japan Agricultural
Library in 1946. It was the largest private
agricultural library. As previously stated, this
entire collection was given to the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry in 1950 and is now
housed in the Ministry’s library.

An analysis of all the institutions listed in
the Directory of All-Japan Research Institutions,
1964 reveals that more than 145 private found-
ations, associations, and companies have facili-
ties to conduct agricultural scientific research

and investigation and collect information ma-
terials. Breakdown by subject fields shows 35
concerned with agricultural chemistry and the
chemical industry, 44 with the food industry,
two with horticulture, 13 with sericulture and
the textile industry, one with forestry, 20 with
wood and the pulp industry, eight with fisheries
and the marine food industry, ten with animal
industry and veterinary, and more than 15 with
basic biological sciences which include agricul-
tural fields. There are other private research
institutions not listed in this directory, but pro-
bably none with notable libraries.

The Nippon Agricultural Research Institute,
a private foundation in Kyoto, has been con-
ducting research on a variety of agricultural
subjects. Its library may be the largest (ap-
proximately 35,000 volumes) among those of
private agricultural research institutes. The
Nippon Institute for Biological Science, a pri-
vate foundation interested in animal health, has
9,000 books on animal physiology and pathology.
The Paper Museum in Oji, Tokyo, founded in
1950, has a unique collection on paper and the
paper industry which includes more than 3,000
books, 2,000 pictures related to the paper in-
dustry, 6,000 specimens of Japanese paper and
2,500 items made of paper. Its library is always
used by paper research specialists. The Central
Research Laboratory of the Nippon Fishing In-
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dustry Co. Ltd. has a collection of about 12,000
books in the fields of fisheries, zoology, botany,
marine science and food industry. The Insti-
tute for Scientific Research of the Noda Shoyu
Co. Ltd., producing Kikkoman soy sauce, has a
good collection of books on fermentation and
food science. The Central Research Laboratory
of the Ajinomoto Co., Inc., producing mono-
sodium glutamate, has in its library about 13,000
books and 400 titles of periodicals on protein,
the amino acids and related subjects. These
special libraries of companies are members of
a group strongly interested in developing in-
formation service techniques.

As a whole, however, the private agricultural
science libraries are weak in terms of collec-
tions as well as services. Most research work-
ers in companies interested in agricultural sci-
entific information are therefore dependent on
university or governmental agricultural research
institutions and libraries.

VI. New Horizon for Agricultural
Science Libraries in Japan

The Statistical Survey of Research in Japan
conducted in 1964 by the Bureau of Statistics,

Office of the Prime Minister, on 50 colleges and
universities and 29 national and 307 local gov-
ernmental research institutes in the fields of
agricultural sciences, shows the number of their
research workers, total expenditure for research,
investment in library materials, etc.?® The
findings are summarized in Table 4.

It is interesting to see that in the agricul-
tural sciences, differing from other fields in the
natural sciences, governmental research insti-
tutes spend more than twice as much on re-
search as do agricultural colleges and faculties
of universities, while the latter have invested in
library materials per person approximately five
times as much as the former have. To compare
only agricultural faculties of national univer-
sities and national agricultural research insti-
tutes, research expenditure per researcher in the
former is rather less than in the latter, while
investment in library materials in the former
is almost 2.5 times larger than in the latter.

The Agricultural, Forestry and Fisheries Re-
search Council was established in 1957 to im-
prove the situation by reorganizing national and
local governmental research systems and by
coordinating research institutions and govern-
mental administrative agencies.

Table 4. Number of Agricultural Colleges and Faculties of Universities and Governmental
Agricultural Research Institutions, Total of Researchers, Amount of Total Expenditure
for Research, Investment in Library Materials by Organization.

Tg'gal Ex- |Disburszment| Investment Iiﬁvisig;ﬁ_r;t

Organization N];Ier:' &gg&zi e(;,i peﬁelstelzlirr?:hfor Reséz)ierrcher mMzhlebrlizfsy MRa ;Seé ;il.lcshgf r

(in thousand yen)|(in thousand yen)|(in thousand yen)((in thousand yen)
Grand Total 386 ( 13,207 | 23,732,304 | 1,784 195,842 14

Ty g Total 50 { 4,792 7,313,818 o i,526 140,344 V 7—59—_—
:E *é National 36 3,439 6,104,803 1,775 114,355 33
ijog % Prefectural 5 461 758,882 1,646 14,239 30
SIS Private 9 892 450,213 504 11,750 13
é&b.é % Total 336 8,505 16,418,486 1,930 55,498 6
g Tg@ E Nationzﬂ 77777777 29 2,869 5,333,328 1,859 39,172 13
© E §'§, Local 307 5,696 11,085,158 1,956 16,326 2
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To prevent over-concentration of population
in the metropolis, it was decided by the Cabinet
in September of 1961 to move some Govern-
mental agencies from the crowded central area
of Tokyo to suburban areas. In accordance
with this decision, the following research insti-
tutions under the jurisdiction of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Forestry have informally
been selected to join in an agricultural research
center somewhere at the foot of Mt. T'sukuda :
National Institute of Agricultural Sciences,
Central Agricultural Experiment Station, Na-
tional Institute of Animal Industry, Horti-
cultural Research Station, Agricultural Civil
Engineering Research Station, National Research
Institute of Agriculture, Sericultural Experiment
Station, National Institute of Animal Health,
Food Research Institute, Forest Experiment
Station, and Freshwater Fisheries Research
Laboratories.

If this plan materializes, it will mean a revo-
lutionary change in the development of agri-
cultural research under the Government and
will demand sound scientific information
services from a coordinated center.

Considering such a possibility, the Secretariat
of the Agricultural, Forestry and Fisheries
Research Council has been surveying libraries
and library services in research institutions and
exploring ways and means to develop a center
for agricultural and forestry information. Its
Survey Section found that in January of 1962
the 28 research iustitutions under the Ministry
of Agriculture and Forestry and their branches
had more than 733,000 books and other bound
volumes and 52 full-time and 155 part-time
workers and that many of their libraries were
suffering from shortages of space, staff and
budget and such problems as centralization of
library management, technical processing, re-
production services and in-service training.*®

To clarify the needs and views of users or
researchers, another survey was carried out in
the following year.®® It revealed strong de-
mands for secondary sources of information,
especially domestic ones, better photo-repro-
duction services and translation services for
literature in Russian (by 50%), in German (by

20%) and in French (by 14%). Another inter-
esting finding was about the sources of infor-
mation materials which researchers could not
find in their own institutions. Those in the
main research stations obtained 32% of such
materials from other research institutions of
the same Ministry and 51% from universities,
while researchers at branch stations got 65%
from other research institutions of the Ministry
but only 25% from universities. As one re-
searcher stated, there were many unnecessary
duplicates of periodicals and other materials in
various research stations, and as it was practi-
cally impossible to acquire ideally compre-
hensive collections of all needed materials in
every institution, it was most desirable to estab-
lish a central coordinating center to provide
quick and efficient library and information
services economically.

When the Japan Library School of Keio
University, with a Rockefeller Foundation grant,
provided opportunities of training for life
sciences librarians in 1962, the Secretariat of
the Agricultural, Forestry and Fisheries Re-
search Council encouraged librarians in agri-
cultural research institutes to take the courses
or attend the workshops taught or led by Dr.
Estelle Brodman, Professor of Medical History
and Director of Library, School of Medicine,
Washington University at St. Louis, Mr.
Thomas P. Fleming, Professor of School of
Library Service and Medical-Natural Sciences
Librarian of Columbia University, and Mr. ]J.
R. Blanchard, Director of University Library,
University of California at Davis, in 1962,
1963 and 1964 respectively. Among the
students and workshop participants, 16 were
librarians or information specialists belonging
to research institutions of the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Forestry.

When the Secretariat decided to publish the
Union List of Serials in Foreign Languages
collected in the research institutions of the
Ministry,®® those who had studied at the Japan
Library School were the core members of the
compilation committee. There is no doubt
that the union list will help interlibrary loan
services among affiliated research libraries. It
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is expected that their second project, a union
list of Japanese serials in the same institutions,
will be accomplished in 1966.

To further the training of agricultural libra-
rians, the Secretariat has decided to carry out a
three-year program from this year. In August,
1965, a one-month institute will be held for 15
agricultural library leaders of the Ministry with
instructors invited from faculty members of
the Japan Library School and librarians of
outstanding agricultural libraries.

Meantime, during the spring-summer period
of 1965, librarians of the Ministry’s research
institutions in the Metropolitan area have
held many meetings to examine and discuss
their problems, including the plans for a
library for the research institution community
for agriculture, forestry and fisheries to be
developed in the future. Although no con-
clusion has yet been reached, it would be an
epoch-making step in agricultural librarianship
in Japan to establish an agricultural sciences
library and information center. Probably the
horizon of Japanese agricultural libraries is to
be extended by agricultural research librarians
instead of by agricultural librarians in academic
institutions where at present, except in a few
instances, extreme decentralization of their
library systems and the low qualifications re-
quired for librarians have paralyzed services.

Together with this anticipated change in the
Governmental agricultural research library
system, the improvement in library services at
the Agricultural Faculty Library of Tokyo
University will be watched with keen interest.
These two developments hold the most promise
for agricultural librarianship in Japan.

VII. Postscript

The writer believes there is cause for jubi-
lation in the current trends in some agricultural
libraries where librarians are striving to give
better services and in some Governmental
agencies concerned with dissemination of agri-
cultural scientific information for the improve-
ment of agricultural techniques where the
writer’s colleagues are discussing plans for

what may become a great national agricultural
library. It is because of this that he considers
it fitting that this paper be dedicated to Pro-
fessor Takashi Hashimoto, Director of the Japan
Library School, on the occasion of his “koki,”
commemorating his seventieth birthday. Well
known is the deep interest he has taken in the
slow but gradual development of agricultural
librarianship of Japan.

The writer takes advantage of this oppor-
tunity to thank Mr. Tamotsu Ito, D. V.M.,
Information Services Officer at the National
Institute of Animal Health, Mr. Ken Ishihara,
Coordinater, Library and Information Services
Project, Secretariat of the Agricultural, Forestry
and Fisheries Research Council, Mr. Toshio
Sasaki, Chief Librarian, and Miss Mieko Okuno-
miya, Reference Librarian, Agricultural Facul-
ty Library of Tokyo University, Mr. Seiji
Kasugai, Head of the Library Section, National
Institute of Agricultural Sciences, and the many
others who have helped in acquiring the infor-
mation and data for writing the paper.
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